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Our Virtue focus for September – FAITH 

To begin the new school year, we focus our attention on the first of our virtues - Faith. Faith is the great 
virtue of believing in God and trusting that God is with us. 

A faithful person believes that we are created, guided by and destined to be reunited with God.   
A faithful person believes that God’s plan for us includes the right to be safe, especially at school. 

 
 

A Faithful person…Prays regularly and reverently 

• Learns from Scripture stories 

• Honors people’s God-given names 

• Assumes that there is good in everyone 

• Accepts the God-given worth of themselves and others 
 
Let us pray for the grace and strength to be people of faith, people who can truly believe that God’s plan 

for us includes the right to be safe at school. Amen 
 
 

MEET THE TEACHER NIGHT 
Thank you for logging into our Meet the Teacher Night on Tuesday. If you have not had a chance to watch 

the principal’s welcome, it can still be found here: https://youtu.be/9xNBbSZpIwg 
PLEASE NOTE, WE DO NOT GIVE OUT PARTICIPATION HOURS FOR MEET THE TEACHER NIGHT 

AS IT IS AN EXPECTATION THAT YOU ATTEND. 
At times, there are other parent meetings in which the PEC will give out hours if you attend. This is always 

communicating to you in advance of the meeting. 
 
 

NON-UNIFORM DAY 
The student leadership team is hosting a non-uniform day on Thursday, September 23rd. The theme 
is “School Spirit”. With a minimum donation of $2.00 students are permitted to dress showing their St. 

Michael’s School spirit. All money raised will be going towards outreach projects decided by our Student 
Leadership Team.   

 
 

PARENT PARTICIPATION NIGHT FOR NEW FAMILIES  
Parent Participation Night event for new families has been postponed until further notice. The event will 

be held over a virtual meeting and the new date will be announced at a later time. 
Please contact participationhours@gmail.com if you have any questions.  

Thank you for your patience! 
 
 

CHOCOLATE SALES 

Our Annual Chocolate Sale Fundraiser will begin shortly! I mentioned this fundraiser in my Meet the 
Teacher Night address. Please stay tuned for more information.   

 
 

SUMMER READING CLUB 
A reminder that if you joined and participated in the Summer Reading Club at your local library to please 
pick up your medal at any library branch. You do not need to return your reading record in order to get a 

medal. 
 
 

HOT LUNCH IS BACK! YIPPIE!! 

 

http://www.stmichaelschool.ca/
https://youtu.be/9xNBbSZpIwg
mailto:participationhours@gmail.com


This school year hot lunch will be available to order on a monthly basis. Our first lunch will be served on 
Thursday October 7. Orders for October must be placed and paid for by September 30. 

 
Please go to https://sme.hotlunches.net/ to register and place your order. 

 
We clear our system every year so if you registered last year you will need to re-register this school year 

and add your students. 
 

Questions, email the PA at sme.parentassociation@gmail.com. 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
On behalf of the St. Michael's PEC, I would like to welcome you to a new school year and extend a 

special welcome to all of the new families joining our school community this year. I would like to take this 
opportunity to provide some brief background on the role of the PEC and introduce you to the current 

serving members. 
 

The PEC is responsible for ensuring the implementation of policies and decisions of the Catholic 
Independent School Vancouver Archdiocese (CISVA). In collaboration with Mrs. Kennedy and Monsignor 

Rossi, we help to ensure the safe and orderly operation of the school through the development of local 
policies and participation in long-term planning for St. Michael's School. The PEC consists of 7 elected or 

appointed members who meet monthly to participate in discussions and decisions for the school. Each 
member serves a 2-year term which is renewable up to three times. As noted in the previous school 
newsletter, the PEC elections for this year are currently underway with 4 positions up for election. 

 
See below for a list of the current members, their role on the PEC, and their email contact information. 
Please feel free to reach out to any of us if you would like to learn more about how you can become 

involved with the PEC or with the school. We look forward to hearing from you!  
Anita Manalo, PEC Chairperson 

 
 Anita Manalo, Chairperson    anitamanalo1219@gmail.com 
 Jenny Finnegan, Vice Chairperson/Secretary  finnegan.jenny@gmail.com
 Magdalena Lodato, Treasurer    maddalenaflorescu@gmail.com 
 Steve Han, Participation Coordinator   stevehan.ca@gmail.com 
 Martin Blasiak, Maintenance Coordinator  martin.blasiak@gmail.com 
 Sarah Golding, Parent Association   sarahgoldstar@hotmail.com 
 Rommel Garcia, Fundraising Coordinator  rommelg@telus.net 
 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
Student absences should be reported to the office no later than 9:00 am each weekday morning. If 

you leave a message on our voicemail, please indicate the reason your child is absent.  If we do 
not receive your call, we will call your home, your workplace or an emergency contact number. 
Please let us know if any of your contact telephone numbers change. Timely reporting of your 

child’s absence helps us to save valuable time and ensures the safety of each and every student at 
St. Michael’s School.  Any extended absence, i.e. family vacation, requires parents to 

complete a “Leave of Absence” form. These forms are available from the office and are also on 
our website under ‘forms’ http://www.stmichaelschool.ca/forms/ 

 
Students are expected to be on time for school and should arrive no later than 8:40 am each 

morning. Late students MUST report to the office before going to class. 
We are required to keep very accurate records of student attendance as a condition of our funding. 
As such, it is vital that notes are sent to explain any absenteeism. On your child’s return to school, 
an absentee note stating the nature of the absence, dates of the absence, full name and grade of 

the student and parent signature is required. For your convenience, and for administration 
purposes, these forms can be downloaded from the school’s website under “forms.” It is 

very time consuming for office staff to have to send home reminders to submit absentee notes and 
then follow-up when notes are not received. We thank you for your cooperation in submitting notes 

promptly! 
 
 

LEARNING IN DEPTH (LiD) CEREMONY 
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Our LiD ceremony will take place on Friday, September 27th at 2:00 pm. At this ceremony all new 
students (including our Kindergarten students) will be assigned a random topic to study in depth. 

Our ceremony will be held in each individual classroom. 
 

Learning in Depth – FAQ 
Q. Won’t students become bored with the same topic for twelve years? 
A. Boredom is a product of ignorance; generally, the more we know about something, the more interesting 
it becomes. An underlying principle of the LiD project is that “everything is wonderful, if only we know enough 
about it.” 
 
Q. The random assignment of topics is absurd. Why not let students choose their topic? 
A. Children’s interests at age five tend to change quite often. A particular topic may be stimulated by a 
recent movie and change in a week; even the dinosaurs so loved by typical five year old commonly lose 
their appeal after a few years.  
 
Q. Why would you force a student to learn so much about a limited and possibly useless topic for years? 
A. To learn the pleasure of learning. Only by learning in depth can one come to understand the greatest 
pleasures of learning. And it’s hardly “forcing”. Students routinely say that LiD is their favourite activity in 
school. 
 
Q. What is the research basis for this project? 
A. Nearly all questions of educational importance are matters of value and meaning, and these are beyond 
the reach of the dominant forms of research methods we currently have available. What research basis is 
there for including Social Studies in the curriculum? 
 
Q. Aren’t many of these topics developmentally inappropriate for the ages at which they are to begin? 
A. We have always liked, and agreed with, Jerome Bruner’s argument that “any subject can be taught 
effectively in some intellectually honest form to a child at any stage of development” (1966, p. 33). 
 
Q. Will the “depth” knowledge transfer to other curriculum areas? 
A. We suspect that it will transfer unstoppably. The kind of expert knowledge and layered understanding, 
and the skills developed in learning, that will be built up over the years cannot fail to affect how students 
deal with other subjects and topics in the curriculum. Remember, we have never had anyone—anyone—
go through such a program. Our suspicion, and hope, is that it will transform students’ experience of 
schooling and our sense of what schooling can be. 

 
 

NO SCHOOL – PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY 
A reminder that there is a Professional Development Day scheduled for Monday, September 27th; 

therefore, there is no school on Monday, September 27th.  
 
 

NO SCHOOL – TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION DAY 
In June, the federal government announced September 30th as a new annual statutory day to 

commemorate the history and ongoing trauma caused by residential schools and to honour those 
who were lost and the survivors, families and communities who continue to grieve. 

There is NO SCHOOL on September 30th.  
We apologize that this date is in the same week as our Monday Professional Development Day. 

Unfortunately, the September 27th date was booked well before the federal government announced 
the new statutory day. 

 

 

Thought of the week… 

“We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by God, who will thwart our plans and frustrate our 
ways time and again, even daily, by sending people across our path with their demands and requests. We 
can, then, pass them by, preoccupied with our important daily tasks, just as the priest-perhaps reading the 
Bible-passed by the man who had fallen among robbers. When we do that, we pass by the visible sign of 

the Cross raised in our lives to show us that God’s way, and not our own, is what counts.” 
~Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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