
 

St. Michael’s School 
9387 Holmes Street, Burnaby, BC V3N 4C3 

      Telephone (604) 526-9768 Fax (604) 540-9799 
      Website: http://www.stmichaelschool.ca 

 
Dear Families, 
 
Welcome to a new school year at St. Michael’s! I hope that this letter finds you and your loved ones safe 
and well. It has been exceedingly difficult for people with all the struggles brought by COVID-19, but we 
must continue to have faith. Psalm 139:7-8 reminds us not to give in to panic and fear, but to keep trusting 
in God during this time. 

“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; 
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, and your right hand delivers 

me. The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.  Do not forsake 
the work of your hands.” Psalm 139:7-8 

 
God is not a God who lets things just happen and leaves us on our own to fend for ourselves.  God is a 
God who protects us.  He promises to keep us safe amidst the most dangerous of situations.  And He has 
a plan for everything!   
 
Following the announcement by the Minister of Education and the Provincial Health Officer on Tuesday, 
August 24th about what school will look like this year, I am writing to share information with you that I 
hope will answer some of the questions you may have.  
 
While I was hoping for us to be in Stage 4 and have a normal start to the year, we all are aware of the 
recent announcements made by Dr. Bonnie Henry. The Provincial Health Officer has stated that we are 
no longer required to maintain a COVID-19 Safety Plan, but must instead transition to communicable 
disease prevention. Communicable disease prevention focuses on reducing the risk of workplace 
transmission of COVID-19 and other communicable diseases, and includes both ongoing measures (e.g. 
hand hygiene, cleaning) and additional measures to be implemented as advised by Fraser Health and the 
Ministry of Education. Throughout the pandemic we have consistently followed the direction of Fraser 
Health, the Provincial Health Officer, the Ministry of Education, the BCCDC, WorkSafeBC, and CISVA. As 
we move into the 2021-22 school year we will continue to follow the directions and guidance that are 
given to us by the governing bodies of Health and Education.  

The plans set out by the Government of BC have students attending in-person at school full time. 
Additionally, many of the safety measures in place at the end of last year are continuing. What follows are 
some key points.  

What stays the same from the last school year 2020-2021: 
• students will continue to enter and exit through designated doors and will practice regular hand 

hygiene 
• all visitors, staff and students in Grades 4 to 7 are required to wear a mask while indoors 
• K-3 students are strongly encouraged to wear a mask indoors 
• drop off and pick up routines for primary and intermediate classes:  

                      Parents will need to drop off their child punctually between 8:30-8:40. 



o Children will line-up in their designated grade area respecting personal 
space.  

o Staff will meet children at their designated grade 2.   

— Kindergarten and Grade 1 will enter via the main front door.   
— Grades 4 and 5 will enter via the side door on Holmes St. 
— Grades 2 and 3 will enter via the north side door. 

- Grades 6 and 7 will enter via the north fire door. 
 

• Parents will pick up their child punctually at their designated staggered time. 
 

o Surnames beginning with A-K will pick up between 2:55-3:10 pm (M, T, Th, F) 
Surnames beginning with L-Z will pick up between 3:10-3:25 pm (M, T, Th, F) 

o Surnames beginning with A-K will pick up between 2:25-2:35 pm (W) 
Surnames beginning with L-Z will pick up between 2:35-2:45 pm (W) 
 

• Kindergarten and Grade 1 will exit the main front door. 

• Grades 4 and 5 will exit via the side door on Holmes St. 

• Grades 2 and 3 will exit via the north side door. 

• Grades 6 and 7 will exit via the north fire doors. 

• Teachers/EAs will escort their students to the parking lot and have them wait in 
their designated grade area.   

 

• children are to go straight home and not to play on the school grounds after school. 
• meet the teacher night will be done virtually 
• access to the building will continue to be restricted; only staff and students are permitted 

• parents/guardians will remain outside when they drop off and pick up their children 

• parents are to do daily health checks of their children 
• do not send children to school if they have cold or flu symptoms or if they are sick 
• school cleaning and disinfecting protocols will continue along with the use of HEPA Air Purifiers 

in each learning space 

What changes for this year: 
• no staggered recess or lunch breaks  
• no option for transitional learning (i.e. learning from home) 
• classroom configurations are to be in support of the intended learning targets - flexible seating 

is allowed  
• no cohorts - all students can go outside together 
• even though public health is no longer recommending strict physical distancing of two metres, 

schools will work on strategies to respect personal space and maximize distance  
• sports and extracurriculars will happen according to direction establish by the CISVA Elementary 

Athletic Commission 
• In person Mass will continue; however, we are still waiting for confirmation about whether 

occupancy limits apply to the church 
• field trips are permitted 
• library and music rooms are open to students 
• parents are able to come into the school IF they have made an appointment (in person or virtual 

meetings are possible) or if they are fulfilling their participation duties i.e. Library, Hot Lunch etc.   



• staff and other adults must complete a daily health check PRIOR to entering the school 

• visitors who come into the school must sign in and out of the school (this not a health assessment, 
it is a way for health officials to conduct contact tracing if necessary). 

 
We are awaiting confirmation from Fraser Health about what the school exposure notification process 

will look like this year. The Ministry is still determining this. 

My dear parents getting vaccinated for Covid19 and getting your children (12 and older) vaccinated is the 
most important defense we have against Covid19. All documents indicate the best way to protect kids 
born after 2009, is to have everyone born in 2009 or earlier vaccinated. We encourage our Grade 7 parents 
to ensure your child is fully vaccinated for school and to those Grade 6 parents whose children qualify, 
please have them be vaccinated. We strongly encourage that all of our parents make sure that they are 
fully vaccinated as well. Fraser Health is prepared to impose further restrictions on schools should Covid19 
numbers escalate. If we want to bring back the normalcy of schools, if we want to keep our sports teams 
in action, if we want to see a return of in person concerts, then we need to do what we can in our circle 
of control to help combat Covid19 and help keep our communities safe.  

I will be sending home further details later this week. Looking forward to seeing you again, EVEN if it is 
behind a facemask! 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. C. Kennedy 


