
 

  St. Michael’s School Newsletter 
9387 Holmes Street, Burnaby, BC V3N 4C3 

                                     Telephone (604) 526-9768 Fax (604) 540-9799 
 Website: www.stmichaelschool.ca 

 
April 9, 2020                                        Number 28 

   
Follow us on Twitter @StMichaelsBby 

 
FROM OUR PASTOR, FATHER ROSSI 

My dear students and parents of St. Michael’s School: 
 

This Easter, when we can’t all be together to celebrate with joy the Resurrection of the Lord, is very 
painful for all of us.  Still, the Resurrection happened, and it happens.  Jesus is alive, and He is with us. 

 

These days of COVID-19, when we can’t be with our friends, sometimes even with our own family; when 
we can’t, with the joy of Jesus in our hearts, hug the people we love, we need to remember that Jesus is 
alive, and He is with us.  He experienced being alone, abandoned, even betrayed by his close friends, 

rejected by his own people, and He died on the cross.  But He rose again.  As we experience our 
isolation, and the fear of this mysterious sickness, we need to remember that this is the cross of Jesus 

touching us.  With Him we will come to resurrection and new joy. 
 

As Fr. DePaul and I celebrate the daily Mass, and the solemn Liturgies of Holy Week, we see you present 
with us, and we offer our prayers for all of you. 

 

I love you.  I miss you.  In Jesus we remain united. 
 

Fr. Bernard Rossi 
 
 

HOLY WEEK MASS SCHEDULE 
We remind parents to frequently check the St. Michael’s Parish website http://stmichaelsparish.ca/ for 

updates including the latest Parish Bulletin.   
 

Please note the following Mass times for the Sacred Triduum and Easter: 
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:30 p.m. 

Good Friday: Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion   3:00 p.m. 
Saturday Easter Vigil:  9:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday:  10:00 a.m. 
 

Father Rossi is really encouraged by how many families are regularly joining in the Mass at home. 
 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH HOURS 
St. Michael’s Church will remain open Monday-Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and on Sundays from 

11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. for personal prayer and adorations. 
Father Rossi and Father DePaul will be available to hear confessions in their respective offices in the 

parish centre. 
 
 

SUNDAY OFFERING 
It is now possible to make your regular offertory gift online, either by credit card or direct debit. On the 

RCAV https://rcav.org/ homepage, under the heading of “Sunday Offering”, click to give online. From the 
drop-down box of parishes, select St. Michael’s.  Alternatively, and for any special collections, you may 

use Canada Post to mail your gift to the parish. 
 
 

FRIDAY SCHOOL MASSES @ 9:00 A.M. 
After Easter, Father Rossi has kindly agreed to celebrate the 9:00 a.m. “School Mass” every Friday.  It will 
be live streamed.  The teachers will be adding this to their students’ weekly schedule, and we hope that 

you will join your child(ren) for this special Mass directed towards the students. 
 
 



MR. RODER LIVE! 
Thanks to Mr. Roder for giving a “live” PE class at noon each day.  The Youtube feed will begin with the 
Angelus/Regina Caeli (during the Easter season) and then continue with a 30-minute PE class.  The link 

can be found on the St. Michael’s School website, under Up Coming Events: 
http://www.stmichaelschool.ca/pe-time-with-mr-roder/ 

CHILD CARE SUPPORT FOR OUR ESSENTIAL SERVICES WORKERS  
A reminder to parents who are considered an essential service worker to contact cmeisl@smeschool.ca 

ASAP if you have unaddressed child care needs.   
 
 

FROM THE OFFICE  
The Re-Registration cheques for the coming school year 2020-2021 will be deposited 

Tuesday, April 14th.  ($65.00 per student or $90.00 per family) 
The Year Book cheques for the present school year 2019-2020 will be deposited 

Tuesday - April 14th ($17.00 each) 
If you need to get a hold of Mrs. Bird for any reason, please contact her via email:  

school.secretary@smeschool.ca 
 
 

HOT LUNCH REIMBURSEMENT UPDATE 
Families will be reimbursed for all Hot Lunches cancelled due to the COVID-19 outbreak.  Based on 

suggestions from some parents, there are two options to have this money refunded.  1) Parents may 
wish to have the money owed returned by the school in the form of a cheque or 2) Parents may choose to 

donate the outstanding amount to the parish which will be used to assist families who are experiencing 
financial difficulties during COVID-19.  You will receive a tax receipt from the parish in the amount of your 

donation. 
If you choose option 2, please email Mrs. Florescu, our PEC treasurer at maddalenaflorescu@gmail.com 

no later than  April 30th and she will redirect your donation to the parish.  If you don’t contact Mrs. 
Florescu by April 30th, the school will write you a cheque for the amount owing.   

 
 

ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING 
Our schools have been asked to temporarily halt using Zoom for video conferencing with students.  On 
behalf of the Ministry, Focused Education is procuring the enterprise version of the Zoom application for 

use by teachers and staff.  This version has much more robust security features, and we are hoping that it 
will soon be made available to our schools.  While it is not the same as being physically present to one 

another, our students and teachers have really enjoyed their virtual class and parent meetings. 
 
 

HAPPY EASTER 
What joy the women must have experienced when they arrived at the tomb to be told that Jesus was not 
there but that He had risen from the dead!  How much more joy they experienced when they themselves 

encountered the Risen One on the road.  What emotions would be triggered in our lives had we 
experienced what they did…especially in this time of the COVID-19 pandemic? 

This Lent has probably been a very different one than you had planned or hoped for.  However, during 
these 40 days, we have hopefully had opportunities to encounter God in various everyday situations and 

experiences.  We may have uncovered His goodness and love through others whom He placed in the 
midst of our lives.   Perhaps it was someone in our family or in our school community.  Perhaps it was the 
unselfish actions and sacrifices made by a front line worker in the fight against COVID.   Perhaps it was a 

stranger who showed kindness or empathy. 
At Easter we are once again called to identify the sign of the Risen Christ as he appears on the roads of 
our life.  The joy we experience in this life cannot be separated from the reality of the resurrection.  Living 

the resurrection of Jesus means having the eyes of faith to see the Risen Christ in our lives as He 
continues to present Himself, oftentimes in the very faces of unexpected individuals.  This is the beauty of 
who God is.  We really never quite know when and where He will appear.  Looking at things with the eyes 

of faith allows us to recognize these incredible moments when the Risen Christ walks beside us.   
May our Easter journey reveal to us all the love of the Father and the Son.  The Lord has risen—alleluia. 
Father Rossi and the entire staff of St. Michael’s School join in wishing all our families a very joyous and 

Holy Easter.  God bless you all! 
 
 



USEFUL LINKS FOR COVID-19 RELATED INFORMATION 

• The Ministry of Education Keep Learning website - https://www.openschool.bc.ca/keeplearning/ 
• Mar. 27 - A joint letter for Parents from Minister Fleming and the BCCPAC-

 https://www.gov.bc.ca/safeschools 
• UPDATED - Frequent Asked Questions “Continuity of Learning in the K-12 education system” -

 https://www.gov.bc.ca/safeschools 
• Education Minister Rob Fleming announces on March 17, 2020 in-school classes are suspended until 

further notice. The Minister’s letter to parents and staff can be found 
at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-
orderly/218690-covid-letter.pdf 

• Information about COVID-19, including information for schools and families, is regularly updated on the 
BC Centre for Disease Control site: http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-
19/childcare-schools 

• All joint statements from Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry and Minister of Health Adrian Dix 
are posted here: https://news.gov.bc.ca/ministries/health 

• The Provincial Pandemic Coordination plan: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-
care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/reports-publications/pandemic-provincial-
coordination-plan.pdf 

• KIDS and COVID-19 QA: http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/coronavirus-(novel)#For--
schools--and--childcare 

• Ministry of Health response plans - https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/about-bc-s-health-care-
system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/current-health-topics/pandemic-influenza 

 
 

Thought of the week…. 
“Let us try, if we can, to make the best use of this time: let us be generous; let us help those in need in our 

neighbourhood; let us look out for the loneliest people, perhaps by telephone or social networks; let us 
pray to the Lord for those who are in difficulty in Italy and in the world.  

Even if we are isolated, thought and spirit can go far with the creativity of love.  
This is what we need and is needed today: the creativity of love.” 

                                                                                from Pope Francis’ Holy Week Message 2020 
 


