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ST. MICHAEL’S SCHOOL 

PARENTS’ BULLETIN 

March 25, 2020 

 

FROM OUR PASTOR, FATHER ROSSI 
(Thanks for sharing this with your child/ren.) 

 

My dear pupils of St. Michael’s School:  
 

I thought I was just going to miss you for Spring Break; now it looks like Spring Break is going to 

go on for a long time, and I can’t even see you for Sunday Mass. I am very sad. I am sad especially 

for those of you who may have to wait a long time for your First Communion or Confirmation.  
 

Know that I love you and that I pray for you every day at Mass and in my other prayers. I pray that 

God and the Blessed Mother Mary will keep you safe and healthy: you, your brothers and sisters, 

your parents and grandparents, and all your friends. And may this virus end soon, so that we can see 

each other again.  

Fr. Bernard Rossi 

 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PEC 

We hope that this note finds your family safe and healthy. We know that this is an extremely 

stressful time for families who are trying to balance working from home, childcare, and financial 

challenges. 

 

This is new territory for all of us, and we are doing our best to plan based on recommendations that 

will ensure the health and safety of our students and staff, while also ensuring that education for our 

students continues. We are taking our directives from the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of 

Education and the Catholic Independent Schools of Vancouver Archdiocese (CISVA), all of whom 

are working diligently to create a plan for students and provide guidance for the continued operation 

of the school during this time. St. Michael’s School is blessed to have an extremely dedicated group 

of teachers and staff who have spent their March Break thinking of ways to continue your child’s 

learning during these challenging times. 

 

Your PEC is working closely with Father Rossi and Mrs. Meisl to help facilitate the necessary 

implementations which will be required.  We will be sharing PEC updates with you in the near 

future with regards to Parent Participation, Fundraising (i.e. Auction), Hot Lunch, and other issues 

which have or will arise due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

We are a strong school faith-based community and, together, we will get through this. 
 

Keep safe and we will be in touch again soon. 
 

Your St. Michael’s PEC  Anita Manalo, Chair, Jenny Finnegan Vice Chair/Secretary; Magdalena Florescu, Treasurer; 

Sarah Golding, Parent Association; Martin Blasiak, Maintenance; Rommel Garcia, Fundraising; and  Steve Han, 

Parent Participation 
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MESSAGE FROM MRS. MEISL 

In today’s Gospel reading, the words of the angel Gabriel to Mary, “Be not afraid…” Luke 1:30 

resonate with us as we confront these challenging times and the prospect of educating our students 

in the weeks ahead.  I take comfort in the fact that Father Rossi is praying daily for our entire school 

community that we are all kept safe and healthy.  We, as a staff, are also united with you in prayer 

as we face this new reality in the face of COVID-19.  May it be short-lived!  
 

One of our primary goals is to maintain good communication and close contact with all our students 

and their families.  We will be providing regular information from the Ministry of Education, 

CISVA, our PEC, and St. Michael’s Parish to try and keep you updated as much as possible.  As 

well, our classrooms teachers have reached out to their parents to assure you that they are here for 

your children and for you, albeit virtually for the time being!   I know you have many questions and, 

although we might not always have the answers, things will hopefully become much clearer in the 

days and weeks ahead. 
 

What I can tell you is that the Ministry of Education (MOE) and CISVA are providing updates to 

administrators which we will share with our local school staffs.  Currently the MOE is drafting an 

Integrated Planning Framework to help all school authorities plan at the local level.  It will provide 

guidance and support for ongoing learning opportunities, as well as information on how services 

and supports will be provided to students and communities.  The framework is to be released by 

Friday, March 27
th

.    
 

On Monday, March 30
th

, the CISVA Superintendent’s Office is holding an online principals’ 

meeting in the morning to cover an extensive range of topics.  In the afternoon, I will have a 

‘virtual’ staff meeting to unpack this information with the staff.  Teachers have already been busy 

this week thinking of various ways they can provide distance learning appropriate to their grade 

level.  Receiving more concrete direction and guidelines from our Superintendent’s Office will help 

them prepare more effectively to ensure that the platforms, materials and resources provided are 

safe, meaningful and engaging.  As you can appreciate, this is all new and will take time, creativity 

and patience, plus all relevant information is not yet available.   In the words of our Superintendent, 

Deacon Luyten, “This will be a very gradual process. It is likely that the first weeks will be devoted 

to simply getting our learning model in place.”  Deacon Henk has directed that teachers use the 

week of March 30
th

 to adjust their material for this completely different learning landscape, and we 

appreciate your patience and understanding that this new service delivery model cannot be rolled 

out overnight.   While schoolwork will not be coming home for the first few days, as the week 

progresses teachers will slowly begin the transition to this new form of learning and will provide 

students and parents with an overview of what this will look like.  
 

In closing, our hope and our prayer is that all our families remain safe and healthy.  Please 

rigorously follow all the directives from the Ministry of Health regarding hand washing, sanitizing 

surfaces, staying home, etc. and, if you need to go out, keep your social/physical distance of at least 

2M.    We also give special recognition and thanks to the parents in our school community who are 

on the front lines working in health care as doctors, nurses, care aides, etc.  We are grateful for the 

many sacrifices you are making at this time to assist in this crisis, and we will pray especially for 

you.   May God bless us all. 


