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WAITING IN JOYFUL ANTICIPATION 

Advent is the time to prepare and make “real” in our lives the great mystery of the incarnation: the 
presence of Christ, Jesus in our midst.  This is the time we “wait in joyful anticipation” and, like John the 

Baptist, are called to prepare the way of the Lord.   The ministry of John the Baptist, who is featured in the 
gospel again this week, was a ministry of anticipation.  His exceptional birth and his life in the desert were 

a pledge to the coming Saviour.   
Although Advent is a busy time for families, the key to anticipating the coming events with 
peace and joy is in the attitudes we bring to what we do.  Christ should be the centre of 
the planning and the festivities.  It is good to ask ourselves the questions:  How is what 
we’re doing as a family during Advent drawing us closer to God and to each other? In 
what ways can we centre our lives more fully on the presence of Jesus through our 

preparations during Advent?  Are we praying together as a family with some regularity as 
part of our preparations?  If we are praying before meals, could we add the Advent 

wreath as part of our preparation prayer?  Can we change some of our routines to make 
them more Christ-centered?  For example, if we are reading stories to the children before 

bedtime, we can include children’s Bible stories, especially those that tell about the birth of our 
Lord.  Simple changes such as these require no extra time on the part of the family, and yet they place the 
family before the Lord in a special way.  This is the best kind of preparation and anticipation for the birth of 

our Saviour. 
 

OUR VIRTUE FOCUS FOR DECEMBER 
During the month of December, we celebrate the virtue of Hope. We believe that God comes to us as a 
human being who can show us the way of life. God has given us the Advent season year after year in 

order to focus our minds and our hearts on the good all around us. 
 

A hopeful person is.... 
† Optimistic 

† inspired and inspires others 
† one who sees the good in the world. 

 

Let us pray for the grace and courage to be people of hope, people who can see, participate in and 
contribute to God's goodness emerging around us. Amen 

 
 

GRADE 2 ADVENT ASSEMBLY 
All parents are most welcome to attend the Grade 2 Advent Assembly this morning at 9:15 a.m.  Thank 

you to Mrs. Gabriel and Mr. Da Silva for preparing the children. 
 
 

FIRST FRIDAY SCHOOL MASS 
Please join us for the First Friday Mass on December 6th.  We appreciate families donating non-
perishable food items to assist Father Rossi’s Food Bank project.  This is especially important at 

Christmas when families in need appreciate extras for the holidays. 
 
 

SUNDAY MASS – DECEMBER 8th  
Our family Mass will be held this Sunday, December 8th at 8:30 am. All our school families are 

encouraged to attend. The school choir is required to sing, and our students also read at this Mass. 
 Breakfast with St. Nicholas will be held on this day! 

 
 
  



FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY 
Please join us for the 9:00 a.m. School Mass on Monday, December 9th to celebrate the feast of the 

Immaculate Conception. 
 
 

ADVENT WREATH – THANK YOU 
A special thank you to the Lara and Castres family who made all our beautiful Advent Wreaths proudly 
displayed on classroom prayer tables.  Even though the Castres children have graduated, they are still 

very much a part of our community, and we thank them for their dedication to St. Michael’s.  
 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
We’re on countdown now for our Christmas concert, “Tails from the Manger”, a heartfelt rendition of 

the Christmas Story.  There will be a matinee performance on Thursday, December 12th at 1:30 pm 
and an evening performance at 7:00 pm. Students must participate in both performances.   

 

For the evening performance, students are to arrive at the school at 6:30 pm. Please note that the 
school doors will not be open prior to 6:30 pm. Because the evening performance is usually very 

crowded, we ask that, if possible, grandparents, siblings, etc. attend the matinee performance.  
 

As the Fine Arts Department is raising funds to cover the costs associated with this production (lights 
and sound,) as well as for the upcoming Spring Musical, “Annie”, we really appreciate your monetary 

donation (suggested minimum $5) as the entrance admission.  Of course, donations of non-perishable 
food items (please check the expiry dates) for Father Rossi’s Food Bank are also most gratefully 

accepted.   As well, we will have a concession stand with all proceeds going towards Fine Arts. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

 

“TAILS FROM THE MANGER” CHRISTMAS CONCERT COSTUME LIST 

SONG GRADES COSTUME 

Have We Got A Tale to 
Tell You 

6/7  Grade Six 
• News Reporters (Trench Coat or Blazer, White Button 

Down Shirt, Dress Pants) 
Grade Seven 

• Play Costume/ Play Concert T-Shirt 

The Road to Bethlehem 4/5 •  Western (Plaid Shirt, Jeans, and Hat) 

Worship the Lord K/1 Sheep 
• All Black or all White Pants and Long Sleeve Shirt (No 

logos) 
• Sheep ears provided by teachers 

It Was A Miracle  2/3 Cows 
• All White T-Shirt (No logos) 
• Black Pants 
• Black cow spots to be made and attached to shirt by 

teachers 

 
 

SPELLING BEE 
Please note that due to the Christmas concert in the evening, the Spelling Bee practice on Thursday 

morning, Dec. 12th is canceled.   Sleep in and get rested for the performance!  
We will have our last Spelling Bee practice before Christmas break on Thursday, Dec. 19th. 

  



 
.LAST CALL FOR  REGISTRATION FOR KINDERGARTEN 2020-2021 

We are interested in knowing our potential numbers for Kindergarten for the 2020-21 school year. If you have 
a child who is eligible for Kindergarten next year (born in 2015), please let Mrs. Bird know right away so that 

we know how many spots we have available for new families.  
Also, please let your friends know that we are hosting an Open House on Tuesday, January 14th at 7:00 pm 
for any NEW family interested in having their child/ren attend St. Michael’s School (any grade). There is no 

need to RSVP for the Open House.  
Application packages for new families will be available that evening. 

 
 

SCHOLASTIC ORDERS 
Scholastic orders are due Friday, December 6th.  Late orders will be accepted until December 9th. This 

will be the last order before Christmas. 
 
 

THANK YOU PARENTS ASSOCIATION!   
The St. Michael’s Parent Association would like to thank everyone who attended Craft Night on Monday 
evening.  We had excellent attendance and were gratified to see so many students take part in creating 

beautiful masterpieces!  A fun time was had by all, and we hope you will join us again next year.   
Ceramics are currently being fired in the kiln and will be delivered back in about a week. We will notify 

everyone by email or the newsletter when they are ready for pick up. 
 

We also add our thanks to the Parents Association for the many wonderful things they do for the students 
and staff on behalf of all the parents!  Their dedication and commitment in providing many activities 

throughout the school year are instrumental in building our school community. 
 
 

SKATING PARTY 
We thank the St. Michael’s Parent Association for hosting our annual skating party for all students. This 

year the event will be held at Moody Park Arena (701 8th Ave) in New Westminster on Tuesday, 
December 17th.  Please see the grade groupings below:  

 

Grades 2, 3, 5, 6 will skate during the morning session (9:30 am-11:15  am) 
Grades K, 1, 4, 7 will skate during the afternoon session (1:15 pm-2:45 pm) 

 

Consent forms have been sent home and can also be found on our website.  Please note that they are 
due back on Monday, December 9th. 

 

A reminder that it is the parents’ responsibility to drive their children to and from the arena.  
 

Special note about parking at the arena:  Unfortunately, there is construction going on in and around the 
arena parking lot.  Please be sure to allow for extra time to find parking.  Arena staff suggest parents 
enter via 8th Avenue and drive through the arena parking lot.  At the end, there is a T intersection.  You 
can turn right and park behind the arena or turn left and park behind Massey Theatre.  They do advise 

that there may be construction vehicles in these lots; therefore, there may not be room for all cars. 
Carpooling with some other families in your child’s class would be a good option as well. There is also a 

drop off area directly in front of the arena.  
 
 

LIBRARY BOOKS 
Please return all library books by next week.  Thank you! 

 
 

HOT LUNCH 
We sent home an “E-Blast” to parents letting you know that there will be a Pizza Hot Lunch on 

December 19th, the last Thursday before the Christmas break.  If you hadn’t already ordered through the 
School Hot Lunch program, late orders are being accepted until Monday, December 9th.  If your child did 
not order hot lunch, please make sure you pack them a lunch on Thursday, December 19th, as there will 

not be a parent organized “Pizza Party.” 	
  



 
LOST UNIFORMS 

We are always amazed by the number of sweaters, pants, golf and gym shirts which are in the Lost and 
Found box.  Unfortunately, many of these garments are not labeled and so can’t be easily returned to their 

owner!  Please take the time to check that all your child’s school uniform items are clearly and correctly 
labeled.   

If you can’t get into the school in the next few days, we’ll be displaying all lost items in the lobby area 
during the Christmas concert on Dec. 12th.   

 
 

USED UNIFORM SALE 
A reminder that the Used-Uniform Store is open this Friday, December 6th from 3:00 – 3:30 p.m.  Now is 

a good time to check your child’s uniform to see if there are any items which need replacing. 
 
 

NON-UNIFORM DAY 
The Student Leadership Team will be holding a special “Crazy Christmas Cheer” theme non-uniform 

day on Thursday, December 19th. Students may come dressed up in their most festive Christmas 
colours, crazy sweaters, etc.  To participate, we ask for a minimum $2 donation.  As this special outreach 

collection will be used for Chalice, a Catholic international aid charity focused on child, family, and 
community development, we appreciate your generosity!  Thank you for your support of all our Student 

Leadership initiatives. 
 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S AUCTION:  A NIGHT IN CAMELOT 
Save the date, April 25, 2020, and make plans to attend this year’s auction which will take you on a trip 

back to the Middle Ages with our theme: A Night in Camelot! 
The Auction Committee is already hard at work to plan for this event and ask you to take note of the 

following:    
 

Early Bird Draw 
Make a donation worth $100 or more before the deadline and you’ll be entered to win a great prize! 

 

Early Bird Donation Deadline: Monday, Dec. 9, 2019 
 

Early Bird Prizes 
● Canucks tickets 
● 2 tickets with reserved front row seating for the Christmas Concert (evening) 

 

Each donation worth $100 or more gives you 1 chance to win. The prizes will be drawn on Dec. 9. You 
can drop off donations in the box at the main school entrance. 

 
Looking for Donation Ideas? 
● Gift cards: Worth $25 or more 

● Alcohol: Pick up an extra bottle while you’re shopping for yourself 
● Cash and cheques 

● Electronics suggestions: 
 

● Apple Watch Series 5 
● Apple AirPods 
● Apple AirPods Pro 
● Nintendo Switch Lite 
● Beats PowerBeats Pro (wireless earbuds) 
● Ring Video Doorbell 2 
● Dyson Supersonic hair dryer 
● Amazon Echo smart speakers 
● Fitbit Versa 2 
● Google Nest Hub 
● Dyson cordless vacuum 
● iPad (6th generation) 

 



If you’re eyeing an item that’s out of your budget, team up with friends or fellow parents so you can all 
pitch in and get something awesome! 

Stay tuned for more details, and check out the Facebook page for all the latest info: 
https://www.facebook.com/stmichaelsauction/ 

 
 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS OF STUDENTS IN GRADE 7 
ST. THOMAS MORE OPEN HOUSE 

St. Thomas More Collegiate is hosting an Open House on Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at 
6:30 pm. This is a perfect opportunity to meet with members of the staff and student body to see first-hand 

what STMC has to offer.   STMC is currently accepting registrations for all incoming Grade 8 students.   
Check out the following link:  https://stthomasmorecollegiate.ca/ for more information. A STMC staff 

member will be coming in to visit the Gr. 7 students today to talk about programs, etc. 
 
 

CARIBOO HILL SECONDARY SCHOOL – OPEN HOUSE 
Cariboo Hill Secondary School – Open House 

Date:  Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
Time:  6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Thought of the week… 
“Give your children opportunities to serve their community. Incorporate community service into your 

lifestyle on a regular basis. Consider participating in projects like collecting and delivering needed items 
for a homeless shelter, visiting elderly people in your area who have difficulty getting out.” 

Raising Unselfish Children in a Self-Absorbed World – Jill Rigby 


