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COME LORD JESUS 
This Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent also known as Gaudete Sunday.  We light the pink candle to 

remind us of the joy the world experienced at the birth of Jesus. 
As parents, we all have had the experience of preparing ourselves mentally, physically and emotionally for 

the arrival of our newborn.  There is much activity and excitement that takes place before the birth.  
Things are sorted and shuffled; rooms (especially the baby’s) are painted or remodeled; and we take 
stock of what we need and discard what we don’t.  Mentally and emotionally we are also in a different 

space.  If this is not our first child, we may wonder if we will have enough love to share with the new baby.  
Can our love for our other children and for our spouse stretch to embrace yet another person?  We 

wonder what changes the baby will demand in our way of seeing things, our way of acting, our way of 
responding.  We wonder how this new life is going to impact our own.  We wonder and we wait, and we 

try to prepare. 
Preparing ourselves for the birth of Jesus is, in some way, similar to preparing our 

homes and our hearts for the arrival of a newborn.  We go through a similar process 
of taking inventory, remodelling, redecorating, discarding and making changes.  The 
difference is that we do all this in our hearts.  We need to look inside and see what is 
there.  What are the changes that need to be made to make this a beautiful place for 
Jesus?  This is our chance to sort through the unhealthy habits we have and try to 

eliminate them.  This is our chance to adopt a healthier lifestyle—one that is good for 
the heart.  This our time to wait in joyful anticipation as we prepare. 

As we concentrate on some of the external activities of preparing and decorating our homes for 
Christmas, it’s awesome to think of the real change that is taking place inside each one of us. We are 

midpoint in the Advent season and have two weeks left to allow the Christ Child to take shape and grow 
and develop within us.  That is what the Advent experience is all about—bringing Christ to life in our lives, 
our families, and our world.  In actual fact, he is always there, always growing, always trying to become 
more and more evident.  But during this Advent season, we try to focus more on helping Him to be more 
clearly seen and experienced by those around us by how we speak and act.  This is how we bring Him to 

the world, one person at a time. 
 

 
OUR VIRTUE FOCUS FOR DECEMBER: HOPE 

This month teachers have been working with their students on the virtue of Hope by focusing their minds 
and hearts on all the good around them.  In difficult times, it is important never to lose HOPE and to pray 

to Jesus that things will get better.   
 

A hopeful person is.... 
† Optimistic 

† inspired and inspires others 
† one who sees the good in the world. 

 
Let us pray for the grace and courage to be people of hope, people who can see, participate in, and 

contribute to God's goodness emerging around us. Amen 
 
 

SCHOOL MASS ON FRIDAY 
Please join us for our school Mass tomorrow, Friday, December 13th at 9:00 a.m. 

 
  



OPEN HOUSE FOR NEW FAMILIES 
Please let your friends know that we are hosting an Open House on Tuesday, January 14th at 7:00 pm for 

any NEW family interested in having their child/ren attend St. Michael’s School (any grade). There is no need 
to RSVP for the Open House. Application packages for new families will be available that evening. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT TODAY! 
Our Christmas Concert matinee performance is this afternoon at 1:30 pm.   We encourage 

grandparents, siblings, etc. to attend this performance as the evening one is usually very crowded!  
The evening performance will be at 7:00 pm. Students are to arrive at the school at 6:30 pm. 

Please note that the school doors will not be open prior to 6:30 pm.  
As the Fine Arts Department is raising funds to cover the costs associated with this production (lights 
and sound,) as well as for the upcoming Spring Musical, “Annie”, we really appreciate your monetary 

donation (suggested minimum $5) as the entrance admission.  Of course, donations of non-perishable 
food items (please check the expiry dates) for Father Rossi’s Food Bank are also most gratefully 
accepted.   As well, we will have a concession stand with all proceeds going towards Fine Arts.  

Thank you for your generosity and enjoy the show! 
 
 

SKATING PARTY 
We thank the St. Michael’s Parent Association for hosting our annual skating party for all students next 

Tuesday, December 17th at Moody Park Arena (701 8th Ave) in New Westminster.   
A reminder that it is parents’ responsibility to drive their child(ren) to and from the arena.  Please be sure 

to allow extra time to find parking as there is construction going on for the new high school adjacent to the 
skating arena.   

 Please see the grade groupings below:  
 

Grades 2, 3, 5, 6 will skate during the morning session (9:30 am-11:15  am) 
Grades K, 1, 4, 7 will skate during the afternoon session (1:15 pm-2:45 pm) 

 

 
 

NON-UNIFORM DAY 
The Student Leadership Team will be holding a special “Crazy Christmas Cheer” theme non-uniform 

day on Thursday, December 19th. Students may come dressed up in their most festive Christmas 
colours, crazy sweaters, etc.  To participate, we ask for a minimum $2 donation.  As this special outreach 

collection will be used for Chalice, a Catholic international aid charity focused on child, family, and 
community development, we appreciate your generosity!   

Thank you for your support of all our Student Leadership initiatives. 
 
 

LIBRARY BOOKS 
Please return all library books by Monday, December 16th.  

 
 

DESK CLEAN-UP  
All students are asked to bring in a large, sturdy bag next week.  Students will be cleaning out their 

desks and bringing all items home for the holidays as the janitors need to move the furniture in order to 
polish the floors. Students must return the items to school after the holidays. 

 
 

HOT LUNCH 
There will be a Pizza Hot Lunch on December 19th, the last Thursday before the Christmas break.  If 

your child(ren) did not order hot lunch, please make sure you pack them a lunch that day as there will not 
be a parent organized “Pizza Party.” 	

 
 

  



LOST UNIFORMS 
We are always amazed by the number of sweaters, pants, golf and gym shirts which are in the Lost and 

Found box.  Unfortunately, many of these garments are not labeled and so can’t be easily returned to their 
owner!  Please take the time to check that all your child’s school uniform items are clearly and correctly 

labeled.   
We’ll be displaying all lost items in the lobby area during the last week of school.  Our Lost & Found 

cupboard will be cleared out following the school assembly next Friday, Dec. 20th and unclaimed items will 
be donated to charity or back to the Used Uniforms store. 

 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT WEEK 
Students will be dismissed for the Christmas holidays on Friday, December 20th at 12:00 noon. Thanks 
for making arrangements to have your child(ren) picked up at that time.  Please join us for Mass at 9:00 

am and then come to the gym at 10:45 am for the singing of Christmas carols.  
School will reopen on Monday, January 6th, 2019. 

 
 

REDUCE YOUR SPEED, PLEASE! 
As you know, St. Michael’s parking lot is usually very busy and congested, especially during the morning 

drop-off and afternoon pick-up times.  Students are coming out of cars, talking and playing with their 
friends, or crossing the driveway to go over to the church.  Children can be present on any side of the 
vehicle or cross behind or in front of cars.  There’s a lot going on and there’s a lot to look out for as the 

driver!  Children can be unpredictable, and you may need to act fast to avoid an accident.   
For the safety of all our students and parents, we remind drivers to drive very slowly (posted speed sign is 
5 mph) when entering the St. Michael’s Parish driveway and take your time to park and/or to use the drop 

off zone.  Be patient and be ready to stop at any time.   
Thank you in advance for always following our school policies as well as specific instructions from our 

parent and teacher supervisors whose job it is to keep everyone safe in this area. 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS OF STUDENTS IN GRADE 7 
ST. THOMAS MORE OPEN HOUSE 

St. Thomas More Collegiate is hosting an Open House on Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at 
6:30 pm. This is a perfect opportunity to meet with members of the staff and student body to see first-hand 

what STMC has to offer.   STMC is currently accepting registrations for all incoming Grade 8 students.   
Check out the following link:  https://stthomasmorecollegiate.ca/ for more information. A STMC staff 

member will be coming in to visit the Gr. 7 students today to talk about programs, etc. 
 
 

CARIBOO HILL SECONDARY SCHOOL – OPEN HOUSE 
Cariboo Hill Secondary School – Open House 

Date:  Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
Time:  6:00 p.m. 

 
 

AUCTION DONATIONS 
While you’re shopping for Christmas gifts, why not keep an eye out for gift cards that you can donate to 
the Auction? We always need gift cards (restaurants, retail stores, and services are great) worth $25 or 

more. Donations can be dropped off in the box near the school office. 
 

We’re also looking for donations of house paints to be used in the decorations, since our previous set of 
paints went missing (see below). 

 
Thanks for your support! 

 
 

  



AUCTION - CARE TO LEND A HAND? 
The Auction Committee is gearing up to create another amazing Auction experience, and we need your 
help! We’re looking to fill some roles, so if you’re interested in helping out and earning some valuable 

participation hours we’d love to hear from you. 
 

Decorations (contact Hershey Chow at chowyingfun@gmail.com) 
Food (contact Sun Ji at jisunclaire@gmail.com) 

TUPS, also known as Theatre Under the Pews (contact Paul at origamian@gmail.com) 
 
 

MISSING PAINTS 
We recently discovered that some interior paints have been taken from the Shrine Room. These paints 

belong to the Auction Committee and we really need them back, so if you know anything about where the 
paints have gone please contact Maria Jadrijev at mariaoxford@yahoo.ca.  

 
 

PREPARING FOR THE WEATHER 
In the event of inclement weather, tune in to CKNW AM 980 on the radio for information regarding any 

school closure. Information can also be found on their web site, www.cknw.com or on our website 
www.stmichaelschool.ca. In the case of inclement weather in the morning, closures are usually reported 

every ten to fifteen minutes.  The class phoning parents will phone all the families to ensure that 
everyone is informed of the closure. Please do not tie up the school and parish telephone lines by 

trying to call these offices. The radio station WILL NOT announce if the school is open; therefore, if you 
DO NOT hear the name of the school then the school is open. Likewise, if you do not receive a call from 

your class phoning parent then the school is open. All calls will be made by 8:00 am. As traveling 
conditions vary depending on where you live, please use your own judgment regarding sending 
your child to school. The staff, however, will always work to keep the school open when safety is 
not in question.  Also, please remind your child/ren to wear clothing appropriate for the weather, (i.e. 

boots, warm jacket, mitts, toques). If weather conditions are reasonable, students will go outside to get 
some fresh air during recess and lunch breaks. 

 
Thought of the week…To God Through Other People 

“Christmas is drawing nearer, the Lord is about to arrive, and the liturgy invites us to prepare the road fo 
rHim: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight’ (Mark 1:3).  He, who entered history two 
thousand years ago, wants to enter our lives, but the road in us is cluttered by obstacles.  We need to 

flatten the hills, remove the blocks.  What are the obstacles that can obstruct the road for Jesus?... 

There is a method of being sure of walking on a straight way, which takes us with certainty to our goal:  to 
God.  It has an obligatory route; it is called our neighbour.  This Christmas, let us throw ourselves once 

again into loving every person we meet during the day.”   

Christmas Joy—Chiara Lubich  

 


