
Dear Parents: 

 

I apologize that on account of a funeral I am not able to be with you this evening, 

and to speak to you directly. 

 

First I want to thank you for being here.  I thank you for choosing St. Michael’s 

School, and I thank you for the generous support that you continue to give to  our 

school and all its initiatives. I thank in a special way Mrs. Kennedy and her Staff, 

and the dedicated members of the Education Committee, for bringing our school to 

its level of excellence, and maintaining it as one of the top elementary schools in 

our Province. 

 

St. Michael’s School is not an autonomous institution; it is part of St. Michael’s 

Parish, and the parish’s principal arm and instrument for handing on the faith.  The 

faith is the fundamental reason for having a school, and for all the efforts and 

sacrifices we must all make to maintain it.   

 

That said, it remains that parents are the primary educators, and especially in this 

area of formation in the faith the role of parents is the most crucial and necessary.  

I wish to commend and to pay tribute to many of you who carry out this 

responsibility so diligently. 

 

Nevertheless, many need to become more diligent in this respect, or our efforts will 

be fruitless.  We cannot be teaching something in school, and living according to a 

different set of values at home. The primacy of the faith needs to be seen and to be 

lived at home.  It is a sad reality that the majority of our graduates never see St. 

Michael’s Church, or any other church once they are out of our school.  The 

phenomenon is not just ours.  Even Pope Francis lamented that the Sacrament of 

Confirmation is becoming a “rite of farewell”. 

 

I beg all parents to take more seriously the education in the faith.  God must always 

be first in our families, and this begins with family prayer and absolute fidelity to 

the Sunday Mass.  If you begin to make excuses for your children, they will 

quickly learn their own excuses, and gradually come to a total loss of faith, and all 

our expenses and efforts, your expenses and efforts in the Catholic School will 

have been in vain. 

 

Let us all work together, and pray together, and God will bless us. 

 

Fr. Bernard Rossi 



 

 


